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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

July 18, 2013 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, July 

18, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers 

Commissioners: Lloyd Austin, Carl M. Ellington, Brenda McRae and Tina W. Ross 

Town Attorney: Kevin M. Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Senior Town Planner: John Hoard 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells Farrar 

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner Ross, Mayor 

Biggers led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items:  None. 

 

Approve Minutes of June 13, 2013 Regular Meeting: Upon the motion of Commissioner 

Austin, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of 

the June 13, 2013 regular meeting. 

 

Consider Accepting the Tax Collector’s Report:  Upon the motion of Commissioner Austin, 

seconded by Commissioner McRae, the Board unanimously accepted the June 2013 Tax 

Collector’s Report. 

 

Public Comments: Mr. Ty Cain, 10609 Persimmon Creek Drive, attended the June 13, 2013 

meeting and he asked the Commissioners to consider multipurpose bike paths that would connect 

neighborhoods to downtown Mint Hill.  He said property values would be increased and bike 

paths would attract people to Mint Hill.  He suggested a pilot project along Highway 218/ 

Fairview Road to link Olde Sycamore, Ashe Plantation and Plantation Estates to the downtown 

area.  He realized this was a long term vision and he hoped it would be considered when 

planning infrastructure changes in the near future. 

 

********** 
Mayor Biggers welcomed the following Boy Scouts in attendance from Troop 144 of Blair Road 

United Methodist Church: Austin Balent, Zachary Balent, Cole Howell, Tanner Huntley, Taylor 

Huntley, Joseph Johnson, Zachary Johnson, Colin Kuenzi, Dylan McIntyre, Brady Mullis, Sam 

Schwinghammer and Rylan Tepedino. 

************* 
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Appointments to the Park and Recreation Committee: Upon the motion of Commissioner 

Ellington, seconded by Commissioner McRae, the Board unanimously reappointed Ray 

Thompson, Brad Simmons and Bryan Burns to the Park and Recreation Committee with terms 

expiring June 30, 2015. 

 

Discussion and Action Deemed Appropriate Regarding the Idlewild Road/Highway 51 

Roundabout Interlocal Agreement:  Manager Welch indicated the Town Attorney had 

reviewed the Interlocal Agreement.  This agreement would require a budget amendment to 

account for the $81,250 allocation due this fiscal year; the total cost would be $162,500.  He 

further stated the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) would manage the 

entire project at no cost to the Town. There was a provision for additional sidewalk work with 

the Town being responsible for 30% of the cost of any new sidewalks; he would be working with 

NCDOT in the coming weeks to identify locations for the possible sidewalks.  

 

Commissioner Ross asked how much the sidewalks would cost; Manager Welch said the cost 

should not exceed $40,000 because NCDOT had agreed to pay for 70% of the sidewalk cost. 

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Ellington, seconded by Commissioner Ross, the Board 

unanimously agreed to allow the Town Manager to enter into the Interlocal Agreement with 

NCDOT regarding the Idlewild Road/Highway 51 Roundabout while authorizing a budget 

amendment in the amount of $81,250 for this project. 

 

Discussion and Action Deemed Appropriate Regarding Completion of the Korean War 

Memorial:  Mr. Bill Reid and Mr. Don Putnam, with the Korean War Veterans Association 

(KWVA), had done a remarkable job with this project, Manager Welch said. Unfortunately, 

$52,000 was needed to finish the project.  He reiterated the need was in no way attributed to lack 

of effort on part of the KWVA group. He commended the gentlemen for their efforts but in the 

interest of completing the project in a timely manner, Town Staff recommended the Board 

allocate funds from the Tourism Fund Balance to complete the project. Staff recommended the 

Board allocate an amount not to exceed $70,000 to cover any contingencies. If approved, the 

Board would need to authorize a budget amendment to make the funds available through the 

Tourism Fund. 

 

NC Korean War Veteran Memorial cost estimate included: 

Completion of granite installation, engraving, labor, and travel $25,000;  Astro Turf purchase 

and installation $6,000;  purchase additional light fixtures $6,000; purchase and installation of 

flag poles and flags $3,075; purchase and planting of 12 Cherry Trees $3,600, power panel for 

fountain lights $900; installation of handrails $1,000; clean electrical cavities $500; eliminate 

weeds in planter (Billy Hawkins) $500; installation of sod around markers at entrance $500 and 

final landscaping (Billy Hawkins) $5,000.  The total estimated cost would be $52,075. 

 

Mr. Reid stated the NC Korean War Veteran Memorial would be a tremendous asset to the Town 

of Mint Hill and KWVA had worked very hard to complete this project.  He and Mr. Putnam 

thanked the Board for being so supportive of the project. 
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Commissioner Ross asked that a video from High Point, North Carolina be shown (the link to the 

video was: 

http://m.wxii12.com/news/Korea-WXII-12-Remembers-Don-Putnam/-/17443006/20990098/-

/swl6ld/-/index.html).   

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Ross, the Board 

unanimously approved allocating $70,000 to the North Carolina Korean War Veteran Memorial 

while authorizing a budget amendment in the amount of $70,000 from the Tourism Fund for this 

project. 

 

Mayor Biggers told Mr. Reid and Mr. Putnam that it was an honor to have the North Carolina 

Korean War Veteran Memorial in the Town of Mint Hill. 

 

Discussion and Decision on ZC13-4 Filed by Stiles Corporation, requesting a Conditional 

Zoning District for 11628 Lawyers Road, Parcel #195-182-31: Mr. Hoard stated the Planning 

Board had given this application a favorable report with 22 recommended conditions. The 

applicant had addressed nearly all of the recommendations since the Planning Board meeting.   

However, there were a few outstanding issues that would require Board input.  The applicant 

would like a 165 sq. ft. sign along the Highway 51 side of the Publix.  Staff doesn’t support the 

request because the Ordinance limits signage to 64 sq. ft.  The other outstanding issue was 

requiring the applicant to comply with the Planning Board and Staff recommendation to commit 

to our current architecture and material requirements in the residential portion.  The State of 

North Carolina had proposed legislation that would prohibit local governments from having 

these requirements and Staff would like these requirements secured if legislation were to pass. 

 

Mr. Hoard reviewed the “last minute” changes highlighted in the updated memo.  The 

supplemental zoning notes addressed all of the comments. 

 

#1  The phrase “whichever comes first” was added. 

 

 Proposed 5’ sidewalk along Lawyers Road will be constructed at the time of future 

residential development or 18 months following the issuance of the certificate of 

occupancy for the proposed grocery store; whichever comes first. 

  

#5  A Board decision was required regarding the placement of pedestrian lights.  The 

applicant proposed that a portion of the pedestrian lights to be placed on the exterior side 

of the paver band. 

 

Applicant agrees to construct the pedestrian lights on the inward (property) side of the 

paver bands along the frontage between Hawthorne Drive and proposed Brighton Park 

Drive. However proposes the installation of the lights in the Highway 51 side of the 

sidewalk along the commercial frontage (as shown on zoning plans) due to the proximity 

of the poles to the proposed buildings and public walkways.  (Note that there is a public 

pedestrian corridor between buildings A and B that would be obstructed if the light 

location is flipped.)  Additionally, please note that our proposal allows a more linear 

alignment of the pedestrian lights along Matthews-Mint Hill Road due to the increased 

http://m.wxii12.com/news/Korea-WXII-12-Remembers-Don-Putnam/-/17443006/20990098/-/swl6ld/-/index.html
http://m.wxii12.com/news/Korea-WXII-12-Remembers-Don-Putnam/-/17443006/20990098/-/swl6ld/-/index.html
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landscape strip between the proposed 8’ sidewalks fronting the commercial section 

relative to the outparcel #1 frontage. 

  

#8  Buildings would need to be standing before a certificate of occupancy was issued for 

Publix but the applicant would like it to be changed to state: 

 

The issuance of the certificate of occupancy for the grocery store is dependent on Phase I 

as depicted and described in the approved zoning plan and any applicable zoning 

condition, to be inspected and approved by the zoning inspector- specifically buildings A, 

B and C shall be under construction prior to issuance of the certificate of occupancy for 

the grocery store. 

 

#10  Revised to: 

 

All uses permitted by right in the DO-A (Downtown Overlay A) and DO-B (Downtown 

Overlay B) are permitted by right for Phase I and future phases without the need for any 

amendment to this conditional zoning plan; provided all applicable provisions of the Mint 

Hill UDO (Unified Development Ordinance) are satisfied.  For clarity, certain uses that 

are not permitted by right in the DO-A and DO-B Districts such as drive-thrus, 

convenience stores, gas stations and car washes would require a new conditional district 

rezoning in accordance with the Town of Mint Hill UDO.   

 

#11  When originally stated as “Applicant reserves the right to develop the future residential 

portion of the project in accordance with the architectural and material standards for 

residential development as defined in the Town of Mint Hill UDO Downtown Overlay 

District at the time of Conditional Zoning Approval for Phase I without having to seek 

conditional district rezoning” the Town Staff proposed the following: 

 

Applicant shall develop the future residential portion of the project in accordance with 

the architectural and material standards for residential development as defined in the 

Town of Mint Hill UDO Downtown Overlay District at the time of Conditional Zoning 

Approval for Phase I without having to seek conditional district rezoning. 

 

#12   Revised to: 

  

Applicant agrees to a “Future Neighborhood Green” in proximity to Undisturbed Open 

Space 1 (UOS1) and reserves the right to allow future residential common open space 

requirements to be met at the rate specified in the UDO without restricting the use of the 

“greenway” open space type in either the DO-A and DO-B districts as defined in the 

UDO.  It is understood that the entire area allocated to UOS1, including walkways, 

benches, woods and undisturbed areas in UOS1 to count toward the required common 

open space area requirements for future residential.  It is also understood that any 

additional required open space area per the Mint Hill UDO in excess of the area allocated 

to OS1 will be provided within the development as required. 

In accordance with Section 4 (4.4) of the post construction ordinance, greenway trails are 

permitted within areas designated as undisturbed open space. 
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Item #11 and the sign ordinance issue are the only items contested by the applicant. 

 

Mr. MacLaren, Stiles Corporation, asked for 165 sq. ft. sign versus the 64 sq. ft. sign allowed by 

the Town.  He felt this was more appropriate based on the size of the Publix.  Mayor Biggers 

asked if there was a provision to allow increased square footage based on the size of the building.  

Mr. Hoard said that exposure and proximity to the street dictated the size of sign.  Mr. MacLaren 

suggested that maybe a sign approximately 124 sq. ft. could be approved for the Highway 51 

(Matthews-Mint Hill Road) sign.   

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner Austin, the Board 

unanimously agreed to allow a 140 sq. ft. sign on the Publix along Highway 51 (Matthews-Mint 

Hill Road).   

 

In regard to item #11; there was proposed legislation by the State of North Carolina to limit the 

architectural requirements by municipalities. Staff recommends having the applicant adhere to 

the standards that are currently in place.  The applicant requested to follow any new standards if 

the code were to change.  A significant disadvantage could be suffered to the applicant if they 

had to meet the current requirements and the surrounding properties weren’t held to such 

stringent requirements.  Commissioner Austin reminded the applicant they could come back to 

the Board to ask for a waiver if the State did impose the new legislation.  Mayor Biggers said the 

Board had held fast in the architectural requirements and that he would like the project to be of 

high quality.  If the code were to change, he said, the applicant could come back to the Board for 

new consideration.   

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Ross, the Board 

unanimously agreed to have the wording used by Staff in regard to #11; Applicant shall develop 

the future residential portion of the project in accordance with the architectural and material 

standards for residential development as defined in the Town of Mint Hill UDO Downtown 

Overlay District at the time of Conditional Zoning Approval for Phase I without having to seek 

conditional district rezoning. 

 

Attorney Bringewatt stated the Library easement was 99% complete.   

 

Commissioner Austin asked if a “Private Road” sign could be installed indicating, to the public, 

that the road was not maintained by the Town of Mint Hill.  Mr. MacLaren agreed to the Private 

Road sign.   

 

When asked about upgrading the Brighton Park Drive and Highway 51 intersection, Mr. 

MacLaren said he’d be happy to provide the costs estimates if the Town would like to upgrade 

the light with mast arms and pavers. 

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board 

unanimously agreed to approve ZC13-4 filed by Stiles Corporation, requesting a Conditional 

Zoning District for 11628 Lawyers Road, Parcel #195-182-31 with the noted amendments to the 

supplemental zoning notes presented by staff. 
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Other Business/Council Matters: Commissioner Ellington attended the Chamber of Commerce 

(Chamber) meeting on July 9, 2013.  The Chamber discussed the golf tournament at Olde 

Sycamore on September 19, 2013.   

 

Commissioner Austin asked Manager Welch about the Truelight Church Road construction.  

Manager Welch stated AT&T had arrived onsite and the project could be completed in as few as 

four days. Commissioner Ross asked what the approximate cost of the operation would be and 

Manager Welch said approximately $90,000. 

 

Commissioner Ross gave the Fire and EMS report for May; 288 service calls, which included 79 

fire runs and 209 EMS runs and 333 service calls for June, which included 96 fire runs and 237 

EMS runs.  The total calls for service for 2013 were currently 1786.  She attended the Chamber 

of Commerce meeting, the Park and Recreation meeting and Coffee with a Cop.  She invited 

everyone to attend Sunday Afternoon at the Park on August 25, 2013 from 1-6 p.m. at the 

Wilgrove Park.  She asked Chief Ledford to give the details of National Night Out on August 6
th

 

at Fairview Park. 

 

Chief Ledford indicated National Night Out would be held August 6, 2013 at the Fairview Park 

in Mint Hill.  There would be food, bounce houses and much more.  This was a great opportunity 

to come out and meet your Mint Hill Police Department.  He stated the Coffee with a Cop had 

been such a success that Nova Bakery had asked to host it again on August 5, 2013 from 7-8 a.m. 

 

Mayor Biggers thanked Commissioner Ellington for attending the Mecklenburg Union 

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MUMPO) meeting for him on July 17, 2013.  He 

mentioned he attended the memorial services for Dwight Moody.  Mr. Moody was a great man 

who served our country, left a musical legacy and had received the highest honor that the State of 

North Carolina could bestow- the Long Leaf Pine.   

 

Closed Session for a Real Estate Matter and Approval of June 13, 2013 Closed Session 

Minutes:   Upon the motion of Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner McRae, the 

Board unanimously agreed to move into Closed Session for a Real Estate Matter and to approve 

the closed session minutes from June 13, 2013. No announcement was expected.    (Minutes of 

Closed Session prepared and filed under separate cover.) 

 

Following the closed session, the Board returned to open session. 

 

Adjournment: Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner McRae, the 

Board unanimously agreed that the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Biggers adjourned the meeting 

at 8:56 p.m. 

 

 

 

______________________________   _____________________________ 

Ted H. Biggers, Mayor    Michelle Wells Farrar, Town Clerk 


